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“When The Horse Runs Off” is a one-act chamber opera, which features an 
original libretto by playwright Sarah Saltwick, and is based on a Buddhist fable. The 
piece is scored for four singers and six instrumentalists. Similar to the manner in which 
the original fable is used as a point of departure, the opera incorporates folk music of 
Nepal and China into a larger, more varied palette of sounds. These are places from 
which this fable could have originated, so this is a natural way to create a world within 
the piece that feels organic. 
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When The Horse Runs Off 
fable in one act 
premiered on March 29, 2011 as part of the Cohen New Works Festival 







   Percussion (one player) 





































Instruments should arranged so that performer is able to play Djembe, Bass drum, 
Tambourine, and cymbals without changing position. This will most likely require
that a stand be used for the djembe, rather than the performer holding the drum.
A Note about Auxiliary Percussion in this piece:
Auxiliary percussion parts are intended to be performed by those singers who are 
not singing in the current scene. When directed in the score to exit, singers will join 
the instrumental ensemble, and be seated in a prearranged area near the ensemble 
percussionist. Percussion instruments required should be arranged so that they may 
quickly and easily be picked up and played by the singers.
If the work is to be fully staged and having singers join the ensemble is less feasible,
a second percussionist may be called upon to perform this percussion part.












































Fast and bright q = 148
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7 Lively q = c. 88
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Proudly q = 136 
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a tempo, q = c. 136 
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a tempo, q = c. 136 




















































































































































































Spoken: Boys do fall from horses from time 




















































Faster  q = 145
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Expansive q = 76
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27 Steady (q = c. 76)
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Broadly  q = c. 72
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Allegro q = 118








The Father and the Boy work
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greater anxiety q = 124
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Spoken: “Men driven on by thirst will run themselves mad like a rabbit in
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Gently q = 72
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Steady (q = c. 72)
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48 Faster  q = 108
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51 Gently q = 76
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54 a tempo q = c. 76
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Spoken: “Mules are good, if tamed, and noble
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72 Slightly faster  q = 92
Slightly faster  q = 92
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Faster  q = 88
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86 Calm q = 88
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99 Mysteriously  q = c. 96








œ œ œ œ œ jœ Œ3 3 3

























































































œ œ ˙# œ œn œ3 3












œ Jœ œ Jœ Œ
3 3











‰# Rœ .œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
f
















































































































































œ Jœ œ œ œ œ Jœ œ
3 3 3








































































































































































































































































































































P œ Jœ Œ .œ
F œ3












œ œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰ Œ
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Lighthearted q = 100
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108 Steady (q = c. 100)








œ. œ. œ. œ œ.
œ œ. œ. œ. œ œ.


















May be if we
!
!
.œ# œ# œ œ œ œ#
.œ# œ# œ œ œ œ#




œ> œ œ œ œ
œ
>
y y y y
- -



























œ œ# œ œ#




‰ jœ. œ# œ œ#
‰ jœ. œ# œ œ#
‰ jœ. œ# œ œ#
œ> œ œ œ
œ
>
œ> œ œ œ œ
œ
>





F œ œ# œ# œ œ œ




œ œ# œ# œ œ œ
‰ JœF
œ œ# œ# œ œ œ
‰ Jœ
F


















œ# œ œ œ œ. œ. œ.
œ# œ œ
œ œ. œ. œ.
œ# œ œ œ œ. œ. œ.
œ> œ œ œ
œ
>
œ> œ œ œ œ
œ
>









œ .œ# œ# œ œ
œ
f
œ .œ# œ# œ œ
œ
f












































































œ œ# ‰ Jœ.F
œ œ#

































œ# œ# œ> œ>
jœ#>f
‰ Œ
œ# œ# œ> œ> Jœ#>f
‰ Œ














# y ‰ Jy Œ
109 Darker q = 94
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Spoken: "Just as a carpenter shapes his own
             wood, good people fashion
































































Moderately  q = 92
























































































































Andante q = 74
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Violently  q = 90
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Sinister q = c. 76 
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127 Tempo rubato  q = c. 92
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Contemplative  q = 85
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Tranquil q = 66
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Andante q = 74
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136 a tempo (q = 74)
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When The Horse Runs Off
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